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2020 a year of service-oriented innovations for ADOT
Statewide projects designed to improve Arizonans’ lives
December 16, 2020
PHOENIX – Despite the obvious challenges 2020 presented to everyone, the year has been an important one for innovations from the Arizona
Department of Transportation when it comes to service-oriented projects designed to make travel across the state safer and more efficient.
Those innovations came in all areas of Arizona and across every facet of ADOT’s business, including major projects, the Motor Vehicle Division, the
Enforcement and Compliance Division and safety improvements.
In ADOT’s Major Projects Group, that includes the new shared-use path along the Loop 202 South Mountain Freeway, improvements to State Route
189 in Nogales and first steps on a four-year program to reconstruct Interstate 10 between the Loop 202 (South Mountain and Santan freeways)
and Interstate 17, including the heavily travelled Broadway Curve.
Major Projects
A 6-mile shared-use path opened along the South Mountain Freeway in October. The path, which runs from 40th Street to 17th Avenue, is open to
all non-motorized users, including cyclists, skaters, walkers and runners. The path was developed along the former alignment of Pecos Road,
which was removed during construction of the freeway. It offers users a safe, free recreational opportunity right in their neighborhood.
In Nogales, Governor Doug Ducey kicked off work on State Route 189 in March and work has proceeded throughout the year on new flyover ramps
to Interstate 19. Nogales, with its direct access to Tucson and Interstate 10, has always been Arizona’s most popular spot for international
commerce. The new ramps, which are expected to be completed in fall 2021, are making the road to American markets more efficient for trucking
companies and safer for Nogales residents. The ramps will save commercial interests time and money by eliminating the need to stop as many as
three times before they reach I-19, and will improve safety by removing those trucks from city streets before they reach Nogales High School.
More than 360,000 trucks will use the new ramps each year, representing more than 80% of commerce that enters Arizona from Mexico.
Along the I-10 Broadway Curve, one of Phoenix’s busiest freeway segments with about 300,000 vehicles per day, ADOT in November took the first
step in a four-year project to improve safety and traffic flow by identifying a joint venture as the likely preferred developer. The project - which
includes adding lanes to Interstate 10, replacing the interchange with State Route 143, widening the bridge over the Salt River and creation of
innovative collector-distributor lanes to improve traffic flow and driver safety - is expected to begin construction in fall 2021.
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